Teaching for Understanding
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Ideas from David Perkins 
Building Students’ Understanding

“The teacher who makes learning thinking-centered, 

who arranges for rich ongoing assessment, that assesses the performance of understanding, who supports learning with interesting content and powerful representations, who pays heed to developmental factors, who inducts students into the thinking within the disciplines taught, and whose teaching connects between school and students’ lives has mobilized a powerful armamentum for building students' understanding.”
The Teaching for Understanding Approach

“Teaching for Understanding is an approach to teaching and learning through five interacting elements used in planning and carry​ing out instruction when understand​ing is the goal.  These five elements are: generative topics, understanding goals, throughlines, performances of understanding, and ongoing assessment. 
• Generative topics are study selec​tions that are both important in some discipline and engaging to students and teachers. 
• Understanding of goals is reflect​ed through explicit and public statements about what has been developed and achieved so that students can understand what they are expected to learn.
• Throughlines are indicated by course length understanding goals.
• Performances of understanding provide opportunities for students to use what they know actively and thoughtfully in new situations in ways that develop and demon​strate the understandings regard​ing the understanding goals.
• Ongoing assessment is accom​plished through frequent checks by students and teachers of how understanding is developing throughout a sequence of in​struction. It is formative and not just summative 

Quote from Howard Gardner

The greatest enemy of understanding is coverage. As long as you are determined to cover everything, you actually ensure that most kids are not going to understand.
Interesting Content 





Bridge to Terabithia 


Private Peaceful





Generative Questions 





Who will share my secrets?


Who is my best friend?  


How do I win my father’s approval? 





Thinking Things Out





Self-talk 


One-to-One 


Paired Discussion 


Small Group Discussion Collective Talk   





Follow Through Ideas 





Keep focus on big ideas. 





Give Regular Feedback and Ongoing Assessment 





Don’t wait till the end of a unit of work to give feedback. 





Performance and Rich Representation of Understanding 





Multi Media Presentations


Short Stories 	Interviews


Analysis     	Spider Diagrams


Newspapers    Cartoons


Scripts		Story-telling


Drama		Poetry


Research     Personal Reflection














Make the connection between school and students’ lives.





Make assignments exciting, creative, thought-provoking, engaging. Cater for different abilities and styles.





Let students’ know  that they are expected to learn. 





Theory and Research


David Perkins Howard Gardiner


Project Zero Harvard 


http://www.pz.harvard.edu/





Three Key Questions for Teachers


What do I want the students to understand? 





What will they do to understand? 





How will they and I know that they understand? 





Key Aims


Critical Thinking 


Creative Elaboration Reflection








