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Exploratory Talk


Talking to Learn





Open Questions 


Ask questions worth pursuing. 





Thinking Time


Real questions need to be considered before answering








Wait Time


Don’t rush in looking for the answer.  Give the students time to think or to discuss the questions in pairs or small groups.  





Answers


Record student ideas and use as basis for further exploration





Homework


Set homework based on ideas generated by students and related to class discussion.





Extended Exchanges 


Use extended exchanges to help students refine their ideas and think critically    





Avoid Bidding


Don’t ask for a show of hands.  Nominate students to speak 





	Author Ideas 


When ideas are recorded on the board identify the author of each idea. 








Follow Through


Class work and homework should follow on from ideas developed and refined through exploratory talk.





Threshold Concepts 


Troublesome Knowledge





Exploratory talk can help students master threshold concepts or tease out troublesome knowledge.





Theory and Research 


H G Gadamer  Hermeneutics





Lev Vygotsky   Devel Psychology





Howard Gardner   T for U


David Perkins   T for U 





 Robin Alexander   Social Interaction





Nel Mercer  Sociolinguistics





Dialogic Teaching





* Collective: teachers and students work together 





* Reciprocal: teachers and students listen to each other, share ideas and consider alternative viewpoints 





* Supportive: students articulate their ideas freely, without fear of being "wrong" and help each other to reach common understandings; 





* Cumulative: teachers and students build on their own and each other's ideas and link them into coherent lines of thinking and enquiry; 





* Purposeful: teachers plan and steer classroom talk with specific educational goals. 





Robin Alexander














