ARTFUL THINKING

Reasoning   
Questioning and Investigating      Exploring Viewpoints

Finding Complexity

Comparing and Connecting   Observing and Describing

"Using the metaphor of a palette, artful thinking helps students develop their thinking dispositions through the use of a variety of 'thinking routines' that help them think deeply and flexibly about art and other topics."
The Artful Thinking program takes the image of an artist’s palette as its central metaphor. Typically, a palette is made up of a relatively small number of basic colours which can be used and blended in a great variety of ways. The artful thinking palette is comprised of 6 thinking dispositions – 6 basic colours or forms of intellectual behaviour – that have dual power: They are powerful ways of exploring works of art and literature, and powerful ways of exploring subjects across the school curriculum. 


The Artful Thinking palette comes alive through the use of “thinking routines.” Each thinking disposition has several thinking routines connected to it. Thinking routines are short, easy-to-learn mini-strategies that extend and deepen students’ thinking and become part of the fabric of everyday classroom life.  (An example is the widely used Think-Pair-Share routine.) These routines are used flexibly and repeatedly with a wide variety of topics in the curriculum, particularly in language arts and social studies. 
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/tc/index.cfm
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/Research/ArtThink.htm
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Questioning





Reasoning





Viewpoints





What questions does this raise for you?  


What does it make you want to explore? 


What would happen if…?


Why?





Finding Complexity





Why do you say that? 





What can the character see? What might the character know about or believe? What might the character care about? 








Comparing Connecting





What’s familiar in this?


What’s new in this?


What’s challenging in this? 





Observing





Say what happens.


Select an important moment.


Give an interpretation. 





What is exciting about this character or text?


 What worries or bothers you about this character or text? 


What else do you need to know or find out to help you make a judgement on this character or text? 


What’s your current opinion on this character or text?  





Key Aims





Develop Critical Thinking 





Nurture Creative Elaboration 





Encourage Reflection.





Thinking Dispositions
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