Fiction for First and Second Year 

Want to create a new class library for your first or second year students?   Here are fifty suggestions.  Many of these titles have been used in Irish classrooms and have proved popular and successful with students and teachers alike.  The reviews are taken from the website of Booktrust (www.booktrust.org.uk) a UK–based charity which promotes reading.  The Teaching English magazine is grateful for permission to use the reviews.  
Please note it is always recommended that you read a novel before deciding to use in class.  A theme, situation or reference that I deem appropriate for my class might not be appropriate in another situation.       
Skellig by David Almond

Michael and his family move to a new home. Exploring a ramshackle garage with his new-found friend, Mina, he discovers a strange, part-human 'creature'.  Skellig, as the creature likes to be known, is ill-mannered, with questionable personal hygiene, but, persevering in their kindness towards him, Michael and Mina find a bond forms between them that will change their lives forever.  This is an unusual, intriguing and captivating winner of both the Carnegie Medal and Whitbread Children's Book Award (both 1998).

Reading Age 11+ 
Interest Level 11-14

Playing Against the Odds by Bernard Ashley

As soon as Fiona joins his class, Chris can’t stop thinking about her, and blushes every time she is near. However, as people’s belongings start to go missing - a gold ring, a personal organiser and an expensive flute - all suspicion falls on the new girl. How can Chris ask her out, when all the evidence points to her being a thief? An intriguing tale of conflicting teenage emotions, ideal for older reluctant or dyslexic readers. 

Reading Age 12+

Interest Level 12-16

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett

When three mysterious letters are sent to three strangers, a set of events are set in motion that bring together two young students on a quest to find a missing painting. Petra and Calder are both clever students who love school and their new teacher, Ms. Hussey. Inspired by Ms. Hussey's ability to shirk rules and explore the unexplainable, Petra and Calder set out to solve the mysterious disappearance of Vermeer's ‘A Lady Writing’. Filled with secret puzzles, encrypted text, colourful characters, and a surprise ending, Chasing Vermeer is a brilliant story, told from the ingenious perspectives of its two 12-year-old protagonists. The story's hidden clues and interesting plot twists leave the reader in eager anticipation for Petra and Calder's next adventure. 

Reading Age 9+

Interest Level: 9-12

Granny the Pag by Nina Bawden

Catriona lives with her chain-smoking, motorbike-riding grandmother. However, as she gets older, her career-minded parents soon realise that she might be more of an asset than a burden and want her home - but Catriona isn’t so sure. A witty and ingenious story, superbly illustrating the way it is possible to love the relatives one also finds infuriating and embarrassing.

Reading Age 9+

Interest Level 9-13
Martyn Pig by Kevin Brooks

Martyn Pig leads a fairly dismal life, living alone with his drunken, abusive father. During a violent outburst, Martyn pushes his dad in self-defence and accidentally kills him. When his friendly neighbour, Alex, discovers his awful secret, she takes charge, helping him to dispose of the body, and entangling Martyn in an increasingly complicated web of deceit. In his debut novel, Brooks successfully combines suspense, humour, and an unexpected twist, to create a darkly comic thriller that will grip readers right up to the final page. 

Reading Age 11+

Interest Level 12+
Sara's Face by Melvin Burgess

Sara is a beautiful but troubled teenager, desirous of fame at any cost. Despite her good looks and the attention of a boyfriend who loves her for who she is, Sara is riddled with insecurity about her appearance. During a stay in hospital, Sara is visited by the legendary pop star, Jonathan Heat, whose constant experiments with plastic surgery have destroyed his face. Heat invites Sara to live at his mansion, offering her plastic surgery and the chance to gain her own singing career and the fame she craves. The narrative, told through a series of journalistic interviews and extracts from Sara's video diary, soon reveals Heat’s motivation is more than simple altruism; he wants Sara's face for himself. A chilling, sometimes shocking, tale of contemporary obsession with beauty and celebrity.

Reading Age: 12+

Interest Level: 13+

All American Girl by Meg Cabot

Teenager Sam is the All American Girl of the title, a privileged youngster with caring parents and two sisters, all of whom live in comfortable, middle-class Washington D.C. One day, quite by chance, she just happens to save the life of the President. This brings her instant fame and changes her life in ways she never imagined; in the process she learns a lot about herself and those around her. This very ‘girly’ book is full of talk about clothes, hairstyles and pop stars, but it also tackles the serious issues of loyalty and consideration of others. Fluffy and fun.

Reading Age 12+

Interest Level 12+

Artemis Fowl and the Lost Colony by Eoin Colfer

A fifth episode in the ongoing saga of Colfer's teenage criminal mastermind, in which the renegade Irish fairies, the Demons, begin popping up in unexpected places, and Artemis feels the first stirrings of adolescent emotion for (and meets his match in) another juvenile genius, Minerva Paradizo. As ever, Artemis sidesteps trouble, with the help of his bodyguard Butler, and fairy assistance from Holly Short. The formerly disgraced Holly has now been recruited to a covert organization designed to keep tabs on Fowl. Once more Colfer combines wit, humour, action, folklore and fantasy in a rip-roaring spy story, which nonetheless encourages readers to debate some serious issues. Fowl's move into full-blown adolescence adds extra interest and possibilities to this enthralling installment.

Reading Age 9+

Interest Level 9-13

Replay by Sharon Creech

This wonderful book uses the genre of drama to explore the adolescent world of Leo and how, as individuals, we come to understand ourselves. Leo finds refuge from a big family and teenage reality by playing at being someone else, through acting and his fantasy life as a hero. Using theatre as a metaphor for life, Creech shows how, as in rehearsals, we repeat patterns of behaviour in our lives, both in the way we relate to people and in the traits we inherit from our parents. A book that looks at all the elements that make us who we are: age, gender, family and experience, whilst exploring the impossibility of ever completely knowing someone.  The novel values remembering, reminiscing and storytelling in all its forms.

Reading Age 11+

Interest Level 11+
The Ropemaker by Peter Dickinson

For generations, a spell cast by a powerful wizard has protected the Valley from the Emperor's destructive army. However, when the magic begins to weaken, Tilja and Tahl, along with their respective grandparents, embark on a dangerous journey in an attempt to restore it. Tilja gradually comes to learn that she has magical powers, which can be used to counterbalance the evil magic that they encounter on their quest. This rich fantasy adventure takes the reader on an exciting, magical journey, with many surprises along the way. 

Reading Age: 12+

Interest Level: 12+
Holly Starcross by Berlie Doherty

Holly Starcross is having an identity crisis. She lives with her mom, Henry (her mother's partner) and her half-brother and sisters. She has a great best friend and a crush on the cutest boy in school, but she keeps asking herself the question, 'who am I?' When her long last father turns up out of the blue, Holly is forced to face up to her past and reassess her future. This is a beautifully told story about the confusion of growing up and the pain caused by family separation and torn loyalties. 

Reading Age 10+

Interest Level 10-14

Wilderness by Roddy Doyle

Teenage Gráinne is meeting her mother for the first time since she walked out when she was a child. To allow her some space for this momentous encounter her step-mother and step-brothers Tom and Johnny have left for a holiday in the Finnish wilderness. Whilst Gráinne comes to terms with her own conflicting emotions, her brothers are forced to grow up quickly when the excitement of their Finnish adventure turns sour with the disappearance of their mother on a sleighing expedition. As ever, Doyle's tone is warm and inviting; the juxtaposition of the parallel stories works well, with believable, realistic exchanges between the cheeky young brothers and the inner-conflict of their sister adding emotional depth to the story. 

Reading Age: 10+

Interest Level: 11+

The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis

This timely novel is simply and effectively written for readers in senior classes of primary school and junior classes in secondary school but is worth reading by everyone. 

It makes very clear why women, at least, have reason to rejoice at the overthrow of the Taliban rulers of Afghanistan. Parvana is eleven, and, unlike her older sister Nooria, has not yet begun to develop sexually, so, when the family comes to the edge of starvation because her father is in prison, and women are not allowed to leave the house without a man, she has to dress as a boy and go out to earn money and buy food.  Her adventures in the market and the graveyard, where she and a friend dig up bones to sell, are alarmingly believable, and the feelings expressed - her mother's paralysis of grief, the quarrels with her sister, the importance of her baby brother - are deeply familiar.

Reading Age 10+ 
Interest Level 10-14

The Cinnamon Tree by Aubrey Flegg

Stepping on a landmine remaining from a civil war, Yola loses her leg below the knee. In her culture she has become unmarriageable.  Then Yola meets Hans, sent to de-mine the area, and travels to hospital in Ireland for treatment, where she meets Fintan, and discovers the extent and power of the international arms trade, controlled by ruthless and dangerous people thousands of miles away from the conflicts.  A deeply thought-provoking and compassionate novel, with a powerful and engaging heroine whose experience underlines how little we understand about the values and sophistication of African culture.  Readers will also realize the high degree of involvement of European arms dealers in distant wars, and the terrible outcomes resulting from their selfish actions. 

Reading Age 9+ 
Interest Level 10+

Coraline by Neil Gaiman

One day Coraline unlocks a mysterious door that opens onto another world, a twisted parody of Coraline's own dimension. She discovers something very sinister about her ‘other mother’, who has trapped her real parents and plans to keep the family there forever. As Coraline tries to escape, she is faced with a fantastical series of macabre and bizarre situations. Excellently written, and superbly original, Coraline is well suited to those who enjoy reading about the weird and the wonderful with a dash of horror and humour. It is destined to become a classic modern fairytale.

Reading Age 11+

Interest Level 12+

The Bull Raid by Carlo Gebler

From early boyhood Cúchulainn knows he will die young, but he doesn’t mind, because he knows he is destined to become a legend. As he grows up, the young man performs heroic deeds, singlehandedly defending Ulster against an invading army. But he isn’t all good: he won’t listen to advice, treats his wife badly, and kills his own son. Gebler’s subtly humorous retelling of the Táin can be read simply as an exciting yarn, but this portrait of a flawed hero is also a moral tale that addresses the obsession with celebrity, as well as the consequences of arrogance and greed. 

Reading Age 11+

Interest Level 11+
Tales of the Otori I: Across the Nightingale Floor by Lian Hearn

This is the first novel in the outstanding Tales of the Otori trilogy. An epic fantasy story set in a feudal Japanese society, it is an exciting tale of treason, violence and death. Tomasu is a young boy from the Hidden clan, all but wiped out by Iida Sadamu, the cruel Lord of the Tohan clan. Saved, then adopted, educated and renamed Takeo by the good-hearted Otori Shigeru, the boy grows up to love and respect his guardian. However, when Shigeru plans to marry, in order to promote peace between the two clans, Takeo has an opportunity to avenge himself on Iida. This is a taut, compelling tale in the Samurai warrior tradition.

Reading Age 12+

Interest Level: 12+

Aleutian Sparrow by Karen Hesse

This hauntingly beautiful verse novel describes the experiences of the Aleutian people who were evacuated from their island during the Second World War and made to live in camps on the mainland. The teenage narrator describes the difficulties of being in a totally alien environment far removed from her way of life: 'abandoned in the dark suffocation of the forest … we cannot, from any corner of the camp, catch a glimpse of open water.' Many Aleutians fell sick or died, and almost all were unhappy, unable to earn their livelihood, deprived of their culture, and unpopular with the 'white' people. Karen Hesse tells her tale sympathetically and realistically without resorting to sentimentality. Her language is simple, but the imagery of her loose verse is rich, and enhances the description of the islanders' stoicism, patience and courage. 

Reading Age 12+

Interest Level 12 -15
Flush by Carl Hiaasen

Noah's dad can be very impulsive and when he finds out someone is illegally dumping sewage in the sea, spoiling the beaches and endangering the wildlife, he sinks the boat responsible. With their Dad in prison, it is up to Noah and little sister Abbey to put together a plan to clear his name and stop the dumping. Noah's plan proves to be both difficult and dangerous, so it's a relief to have the help of some unusual and mysterious allies. This is an engaging and light-hearted thriller about issues that matter: justice, family and the environment. The Paine family are well-drawn and likeable, the pace easy and flowing and the villains not quite as wicked as we suspected.

Reading Age 9+

Interest Level 10+

Coming Home by Gaye Hicyilmaz

Elif is thrilled when she and her brother are allowed to live with their relatives in Turkey. However, she has difficulty adjusting to the unfamiliar culture, and fears for her young brother's safety as he is drawn into a right-wing political group led by their fascist brother-in-law Refik Bey. A gripping and thought provoking read.

Reading Age 13+

Interest Level 12-14

Raven's Gate by Anthony Horowitz

In trouble with the law and facing prison, Matt Freeman opts for an experimental fostering programme. But Lesser Malling is eerie, the villagers decidedly hostile and his new ‘mother’ emanates menace. Desperate to escape, Matt finds everyone he turns to ends up unpleasantly dead. Matt slowly uncovers a story of ancient dark powers held at bay by the mysterious Raven’s Gate, the villagers hell-bent on releasing them. Only Matt, the four shadowy others he encounters in recurring dreams and the shadowy Nexus group can stop them. Horowitz aimed for ‘shivery horror’ and he’s succeeded! Suspense pervades Raven’s Gate, with its snaking plot of sinister twists and unpleasant dead-ends. Matt is likeably believable and the final pages definitely leave the reader wanting more! 

Reading Age 10+

Interest Level 11+

A Nest Of Vipers By Catherine Johnson

We meet Cato Hopkins in Newgate Prison in September 1712, on the morning of the day he is due to be hanged for fraud.  Cato is a boy criminal, part of Mother Hopkins' adopted family, and as he relates the story of how he came to be on the verge of paying for his sins with his life, Cato takes us on a journey through the underworld of London in the eighteenth century.  Poverty, slavery and social injustice are just a few of the issues to which Cato exposes us, but this is not a sad story.  On the contrary, a lively writing style, plenty of humour and the bad guys getting their comeuppance make this a cracking read for both boys and girls. 

Reading Age 10+
Interest Level 9+
The View from Saturday by E.L.Konigsburg

'The Souls' are a group of friends, brought together by a madcap wedding, a mission to protect sea turtles and by a mysterious invitation to afternoon tea. But how they were chosen to be a quiz team, is a question that their teacher (who uses a wheelchair) answers differently each time she is asked. As Noah, Nadia, Ethan and Julian correctly answer questions for the Academic Bowl Quiz, the story shifts to their personal narratives, to show the moments when they acquired the knowledge for their answers. And so we piece together the quirky, amusing and vulnerable twists of their lives. This Newberry Medal winner is a wonderful, complex book brilliantly told. It has memorable characters and themes: life is a journey, no part of our experience is lost, and our friendships are our salvation.

Reading Age 11+

Interest Level 11+
Apache by Tanya Landman

Fourteen year-old Siki is an orphan of the Black Mountain Apache tribe. Her father failed to return from an ambush in Mexico, while her mother was killed by raiding Mexican soldiers. Siki already has a fierce hatred for the Mexican warriors but when her little brother Tazhi is brutally slain in front of her, she vows with all her heart to become an apache warrior and avenge his death. This is a moving and powerful story of one woman's determination and courage in a world of great suffering and hardship. It is a fascinating view of the Native American struggle and makes for a thrilling, if at times uneasy, read.

Reading Age 10+

Interest Level 12+
Hana’s Suitcase: A True Story by Karen Levine

When Fumiko Ishioka, curator of a Holocaust Education Centre in Japan, received an old suitcase with the name Hana Brady written on it, she became determined to find out more about its owner. She discovered that Hana was born in a small town in Czechoslovakia and that her parents and brother were taken to concentration camps. But what happened to Hana?  The book interweaves chapters about Hana's life with the story of Fumiko's search for the truth. Suitable for readers not yet old enough to appreciate The Diary of Anne Frank, this book, which is illustrated with black-and-white photographs. will help children to understand concepts of hate, xenophobia and intolerance. 

Reading Age 9+ 
Interest Level 9-13
The Kite Rider by Geraldine McCaughrean

Haoyou feels powerless when the man responsible for his father's death demands to marry his mother. Determined to support her himself, the young boy joins a travelling circus. Strapped to a kite, he takes to the skies and amazes audiences across the land, including the feared Kublai Khan. Set in thirteenth century China, this is a fascinating and exciting adventure about greed, loyalty and friendship. 

Reading Age 10+

Interest Level 11+

My Funny Valentine by Karen McCombie

For Shaunna, the whole conventional ‘engaged/married/2.4 children’ thing is a no-no. When her sister, Ruth, gets engaged to Boring Brian and the wedding is planned for next Valentine's Day, Shaunna is horrified to realise that the bridesmaid is going to be her! Shaunna wants romance to be unpredictable, dangerous, exciting: and when she glimpses The One, star-gazing in the park, she’s convinced life's got more in store for her than a Tesco's Club Card. But, as Shaunna's diary reveals, for her, for Ruth and her friends, the course of true love never did run smooth… By turns funny and honestly self-aware, McCombie captures the emotional roller coaster that accompanies first forays in the quest for love.  Hugely readable and entertaining! 

Reading Age 11+

Interest Level 13 +

Saffy's Angel by Hilary McKay

Families don't come much stranger than Saffron's. The children are all named after paints on a colour chart, their mother spends most of her time locked in the garden shed, and the family home (inexplicably named 'Banana House') is teeming with guinea pigs. A few years previously, Saffy discovered that her brothers and sisters are actually her cousins (her real mother died when she was small), but it is her grandfather's death that suddenly triggers distant memories. Aided by her wheelchair-using neighbour Sarah, Saffy starts to investigate. This is an uplifting story about an eccentric family encased in chaos, but also full of intense warmth and loyalty.

Reading Age 9+
Interest Level 9-13

The Worm in the Well by William Mayne

In a story which constantly confounds expectations, Robin and Meric set off into the forest on a fishing trip that has profound implications on their lives, as Robin's son, Alan, finds himself battling with the Worm to undo the past. Mayne writes with power and wit, creating an imaginative story with elements of horror, magic and fantasy, set in medieval times. Mayne's style is deceptively simple, making this a challenging story for younger readers. However, the richness and originality of the writing makes it an enjoyable and worthwhile read. 

Reading Age 11+

Interest Level 10+
Billy Eliot by Burgess Melvin

Billy Elliot's not like his Dad. He doesn't want to learn boxing or be a miner. Instead, he is fascinated by the grace and magic of ballet and is determined to dance. Set at the time of the miner's strike, the story traces Billy's fight against the prejudice of a northern community and family.

Interest level 12+
Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo

Set in the First World War, Private Peaceful charts eight hours in the life of Tommo, a young soldier at the Front, as he looks back over the formative events of his life: his father’s early death, his relationship with his loving mother and brothers, Big Joe and Charlie, and their beloved schoolfriend Molly – all set among an evocative and beautifully realised rural landscape.  Passionate, beguiling and moving, the book is also an unflinching examination of the horrors of war and the injustice surrounding the execution of soldiers by firing squad, on the – often false – grounds of desertion or cowardice. 

Reading Age 10+ 

Interest Level 10-13

The Wind Singer by William Nicholson

This is a stunningly original fantasy, set in the mythical city of Aramanth, where every household is judged solely on its members' ability to perform in examinations. Only one family has the strength to rebel, fighting the system, and, in doing so, risks all. Leaving their parents and baby sibling behind, Bowman and his sister, Kestrel, embark on a dangerous journey in search of secrets which will make the 'wind singer' sing once again, thus restoring normality to their world. Their epic quest is depicted with a perfect balance of drama, tenderness and a touch of humour.

Reading Age 11+

Interest Level 11+
Big Mouth and Ugly Girl by Joyce Carol Oates

Matt Donaghy has always been a big mouth but its never got him into trouble – until one day when two detectives escort him out of class for questioning. The charge? Matt has been accused of threatening to blow up Rocky River High School.  Ursula Riggs has always been ‘an ugly girl’.  In other words, she has no time for petty high-school stuff like friends and dating. Ursula is content with minding her own business. And she doesn't even really know Matt Donaghy.  But Ursula knows injustice when she sees it and she's not afraid to speak out.  
Reading Age 12+

Interest level 12-15

Something Invisible by Siobhan Parkinson

Jake likes encyclopaedias. He also likes thinking, talking, football and fish. So he's really not at all prepared for the changes in his world when a new baby sister arrives, making his step-dad a father. Neither is he prepared for meeting Stella, her eccentric and numerous family and their neighbour, old Mrs Kennedy. Hanging out with Stella leads to unexpected, uncharacteristic, things happening to Jake - like heroically saving a child from drowning. But then something truly dreadful happens, and Jake realises he doesn’t really know anything at all. Siobhan Parkinson's elegant, constantly surprising language perfectly captures Jake's personal interior life in this thoughtful, delicately devastating and beautifully paced novel. The book ultimately explores what it means to discover “something invisible” that connects you to family or friends. 

Reading Age 10+

Interest Level 11+

Bridge to Terabithia by Katharine Paterson

Jess Aarons' greatest ambition is to be the fastest runner in the fifth grade. He's been practicing all summer and can't wait to see his classmates' faces when he beats them all. But on the first day of school, a new girl, boldly crosses over to the boys' side of the playground and outruns everyone. That's not a very promising beginning for a friendship, but Jess and Leslie Burke become inseparable. It doesn't matter to Jess that Leslie dresses funny, or that her family has a lot of money - but no TV. Leslie has imagination. Together, she and Jess create Terabithia, a magical kingdom in the woods where the two of them reign as king and queen, and their imaginations set the only limits.

Reading Age  11

Interest Level 11-14

The Penalty by Mal Peet

Carnegie winner Peet reintroduces us to Paul Faustino, South America's top sports journalist, who is reluctantly drawn into investigating the disappearance of San Juan's teenage football prodigy El Brujito. As the story of corruption and murder unfolds, he discovers the bitter history of slavery, and the continuing power of the occult in a twenty-first century world. A gripping thriller, aimed to engage a teenage male audience, this novel addresses historical and cultural issues which underpin the heritage and attitudes of vast areas of the world today. Faustino encounters not only evil, but prejudice, superstition and ignorance, and Peet shows that these are powerful forces against rationality and justice. A taut narrative with a tough, and thought-provoking message.

Reading Age  9+

Interest Level 11+

Lobster Boy by Rodman Philbrick

Since the death of his mother, Samuel 'Skiff' Beaman's father has spent his days lying on the sofa, drinking, immobilised by grief. A fisherman by trade, he is unable to rouse himself even when his boat sinks, taking his livelihood with it. In order to keep food on the table, the resourceful Skiff hatches a bold but risky plan, pitting himself and his tiny skiff against a mighty fish, and even against the treacherous ocean itself. In this gripping tale about a boy who faces life's challenges with determination and skill, Philbrick movingly delineates the harsh beauty of life in a fishing community. 

Reading Age 9+

Interest Level 9-13

Shylock's Daughter by Miriam Pressler

Set in the 16th century and based loosely around characters from The Merchant of Venice, this is an engaging tale which focuses on the miser's 16-year-old daughter, Jessica. In love with a young Christian, Jessica yearns for the glamour and freedom of life outside the Jewish ghetto - but soon finds that it does not bring all she has hoped for. A memorable and highly original read.

Reading Age 10+

Interest Level 11+

Witch Child by Celia Rees

This is the gripping tale of Mary, the granddaughter of a witch. After seeing her grandmother burned at the stake, Mary is rescued and sent overseas to America to live amongst a Puritan community. However, with her background and gifts, this is not always the safest place to be. Set in the mid-seventeenth century, this well-written, powerful story is perfect for confident readers. 

Reading Age 12+

Interest Level 13+

Just In Case by Meg Rosoff

Fate is watching David Case and the fifteen year-old soon becomes consumed by the fear that it is going to catch up with him. David feels doomed and even changing his name to Justin and adopting an edgy new image does not seem to protect him entirely from its clutches. In trying to escape fate, Justin embarks on a voyage of self discovery, finding solace in the company of beautiful and eccentric photographer Agnes, his baby brother Charlie and his imaginary dog, Boy. But will he find the strength to fight fate in one last terrifying encounter? This quirky, off-beat novel acutely depicts the feelings of pain and alienation felt by many adolescents. At times both surreal and existential, this is a gripping second novel from the acclaimed author of How I Live Now.

Reading Age 12+

Interest Level 12+

The Boy Who Lost His Face by Louis Sachar

Desparate to be accepted by the 'in-crowd' David helps to steal Old Mrs. Bayfield's cane, but is immediately wracked with guilt. When everything in his life starts to go wrong, he becomes convinced that Mrs. Bayfield has put a curse on him. He is taunted by his classmates, and his best friend, Scott, makes fun of him to gain popularity with the bullies. To make matters worse he is smitten with classmate Tori Williams, but unable to ask her out in case the curse strikes again. Luckily his new friends, Larry and Moe, are on hand to help him confront the 'bullies' and overcome the 'curse'. This is a funny thought provoking insight into the mind of an anxious teenager. David is an immensely likeable protagonist and his relationships with his family, friends and enemies is thorougly convincing. 

Reading Age 10+

Interest Level 10-12

The Alchemyst by Michael Scott 

 A fantasy adventure narrative that follows the destiny of 15-year-old twins, Josh and Sophie Newman, who are the subjects of an ancient prophesy.  Scott weaves his mesmerizing and energetic plot around a mythological  framework.  

Interest level 11+

Undercover Angel by Dyan Sheldon

Twelve year-old Elmo is embarrassed by his environmental activist mother and wishes he had a 'normal' family. He is excited when the Bambers, their wealthy neighbours, adopt a child from South America, but his dreams of befriending the child and persuading the Bambers to also adopt him are shattered when Elmo discovers that, not only is she a girl, but she is an undercover angel sent to ensure Elmo helps his mother to save the planet! A very funny tale with an environmental message.

Reading Age 9+
Interest Level 9-12

Feather Boy by Nicky Singer
Robert is having a tough time at school, being bullied by Nicker; he's also trying to deal with the break-up of his parents' marriage. He feels like it’s just his luck to be landed with 'a spooky old bat' called Edith, when his class takes part in a project with the local old people's home.  However, in attempting to solve the mystery of her son's death, he confronts both the bully and his own fears.  The reader is drawn through this novel by some wonderfully moving moments of humour, tension and sadness.

Reading Age 11+ 
Interest Level 12-14

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

Stargirl Caraway arrives at her new school with a unique dress sense and a ukulele. After some debate, the bemused students decide that she is actually quite cool and for a while she even becomes something of an idol. However, the book deftly predicts the fickle side of human nature and its suspicion of anything which refuses to conform. Despite her contemporaries turning against her, Stargirls innocent appeal and consideration for others never falters. Meanwhile, narrator Leo struggles with his deep affection for the captivating Stargirl and his need for acceptance from his peers. A memorable read, which leaves the reader with a lasting sense of having been touched by someone very special.

Reading Age 12+

Interest Level 12+

The King Arthur Trilogy by Rosemary Sutcliffe

One volume combines Rosemary Sutcliffe's three classic books about King Arthur and his knights. Beginning before Arthur's birth and ending with the disintegration of the brotherhood of the Round Table, this mystical retelling of the ancient legends takes readers on a magical journey through the England of the Dark Ages. The story of the Sword in the Stone and of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight may already be familiar to young readers but how many will know the tragic tale of Tristan and Iseult or recognise Beaumains the Kitchen Knight? Positively bursting with heroic quests, damsels in distress and chivalrous deeds, along with a fair smattering of magic, courtesy of Merlin and the Lady of the Lake, this is an ideal introduction to the Arthurian stories from a respected author whose work has stood the test of time. 

Reading Age 10+
Interest Level 9-16
Annan Water by Kate Thompson

Michael leads a bleak, unhappy existence, working for his parents' horse-dealing business, occasionally attending school and trying to come to terms with a family tragedy. Then he meets the vibrant and rebellious Annie, who lives the other side of the mysterious River Annan, and the two become close. This novel evokes a strong sense of place and is a compelling exploration of the issues of young adulthood: the search for love, loyalty, independence and meaning. 

Reading Age 12+

Interest Level: 13-16

Hitler's Canary by Sandi Toksvig

Ten-year old Bamse is asleep on Henry the V's throne when the German's invade Copenhagen. Son to one of Denmark's most famous actors, Bamse grows up in a world of drama and make-believe, but during the Nazi occupation everything that was once comfortable and familiar is threatened, and his way of life is changed forever. This story uniquely portrays the war through the eyes of a child stuck between the need for safety and the desire to help. Hitler's Canary, ultimately, is about the courage and heroism of ordinary citizens in a time of danger and strife. Bamse himself stands as a metaphor for the extraordinary efforts of the Danes to save their Jewish countrymen: in the face of courage and goodness, power and size will remain fallible.

Reading Age 9+

Interest Level 9-12

The Wind Eye by Robert Westall

The Studdards go on holiday to Northumberland. Each member of the family nurses a need, a fear or a hurt that needs resolution and as a result they are all unhappy - constantly arguing and provoking each other. Some of the family find a very old boat, like a small Viking ship. This boat has the power to take them back thirteen hundred years into the past, to the time when St Cuthbert lived. Many stories surround this ancient character and each of them must meet Cuthbert in their own way. Will they survive the encounter? Will he help them or destroy them? This apparently simple mystery becomes an unpredictable and intriguing mix of the supernatural, history and human nature. 

Reading Age 9+

Interest Level 11+

Girls in Love by Jacqueline Wilson

Ellie, Magda and Nadine are the Girls in Love of the title. Ellie, whose mother died when she was young, lives with her dad, his new wife Anna, and her half-brother Eggs. But she misses her mother's love and advice terribly, particularly when it comes to the ever-difficult area of boys. When her best friend Nadine gets a boyfriend, Ellie feels pressurised to find one too. But she also learns the true value of female friendship. This first book in a trilogy aimed at young teens is a humorous yet sensitive look at friendship, the love-life of young teenagers and coming to terms with a step-family. 

Reading Age 10+

Interest Level 11-13

Many thanks to Statia Somers of the JCSP Support Service and Aileen Ivory of  SLARI for help in initial selection of titles and to the teaches and students in Manor House School, Collinstown Park Community College and Gorey Community School who read and commented on individual titles.   

